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CNCo completes newbuilding programme with Japan naming ceremony
JAPAN – Following the naming of its new cement carrier, MV Aotearoa Chief, in
New Zealand yesterday, The China Navigation Company (CNCo) christened its
last newbuild, MV Tunsin, on 16 November at the Imabari Shipyard in Japan.
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Tunsin is the 241st CNCo newbuilding and the 86th vessel in this series.
CNCo ordered four handysize bulk carriers (Imabari38 loggers) from Imabari
Shipbuilding in 2014. Deliveries of the first three vessels, MV Taiyuan, MV
Tientsin and MV Tsingtao took place between July and October this year. The
names chosen for the vessels reflect CNCo’s long history in the Asia Pacific
region since its first ships sailed on the Yangtze River in 1872.
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MV Tunsin was named by lady sponsor, Sara Cutler, wife of Robert
Cutler, Staff Director of John Swire & Sons Ltd. The ceremony was attended by
over 30 guests including Sam Swire, Executive Director of John Swire & Sons
Ltd.
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In his speech, James Woodrow, Managing Director at CNCo, said, “The
completion of CNCo’s four-year newbuilding programme is a significant
milestone for the company which has been in shipping since 1872. Throughout
its history, CNCo has relied on developing long term relationships with key
business partners. It is our firm belief that the four Imabari38 vessels, facilitated
by Itochu and built by Imabari Shipbuilding, will play a key role in the future of
the company.
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“CNCo currently operates five long-term charter Imabari38 loggers that
are well-received by our customers. Just like our Swire B.Delta39 bulk carriers,
we are confident that this design will set the benchmark for the handysize sector
in years to come.”
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The four new ships, alongside five long-term chartered Imabari38s and
24 Swire B.Delta39 handysize bulk carriers, will operate in Swire Bulk, CNCo’s
handysize dry bulk division. With three additional long-term chartered Imabari38
loggers for delivery in 2017 and 2018, Swire Bulk continues to grow its fleet of
modern eco-friendly handy tonnage and expands its service in the Pacific and
Atlantic basins.
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The christening of MV Tunsin marks the completion of CNCo’s
newbuilding programme of 41 vessels which include 12 multipurpose vessels
(22,000 - 31,000dwt), 28 handysize bulk carriers (37,800dwt - 39,500dwt) and a
cement carrier (9,000dwt). The latter, MV Aotearoa Chief, will begin her long
term charter with New Zealand’s Golden Bay Cement this month.
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CNCo owns, operates and charters a fleet of 86 vessels comprising 26
multipurpose vessels, four container vessels, 55 handysize bulk carriers and
one cement carrier. Through its three business divisions, Swire Shipping, Swire
Bulk and Swire Bulk Logistics, the company provides multipurpose liner, dry
bulk and bulk logistics services on a global basis.
<Ends >
About The China Navigation Company Pte. Ltd. (CNCo)
CNCo is the wholly owned, deep-sea ship owning and operating arm of the
multi-national Swire Group. CNCo was founded in 1872 in Shanghai and
started its operations trading on China’s Yangtze River. Since then the
company has expanded globally while its primary operational focus remains in
the Asia-Pacific region. Today, headquartered in Singapore, the company
operates a global network of multipurpose liner services for the transportation of
containerised, breakbulk, heavylift and project cargoes in addition to providing
dry bulk and bulk logistics services on a worldwide basis, through its three
business divisions - Swire Shipping, Swire Bulk and Swire Bulk Logistics.
For more information, please visit www.swirecnco.com.
About the Imabari38 loggers
The Imabari38 handy bulker is a logger, capable of carrying 39,000dwt at
10.55m summer draft with a maximum service speed of 15.25 knots. Powered
by a MAN 6S50ME-C8.2 main engine, the vessel has an LOA/ beam of 180m/
29.8m respectively, and features five holds and four deck cranes providing for
lifts of up to 30 tonnes per crane.
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Annex

Guests at the naming ceremony of Tunsin.

Lady Sponsor, Sara Cutler, cutting the champagne cord.
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MV Tunsin
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